
Off-Leash Dog Area Guidelines updated 04/2/2020 

In the hope of preventing off-leash area closures, The Forest Preserve District is making key operational 
changes and strengthening its off-leash area use guidelines to reduce common points of contact and 
increase social distancing. 

• New since our last update, starting April 6 off-leash areas will open at 8 a.m. (Areas will 
continue to open later than 8 a.m. on their regularly scheduled maintenance days.) This new 
(but temporary) opening time will allow staff to better practice social distancing by 
performing opening procedures before visitors arrive.  

 
• Discontinued restocking of dog waste bags. Forest Preserve District staff will no longer restock 

the dog waste disposal bag dispensers. Users must continue to pick up after their dog and 
must bring dog waste disposal materials with them. 

 
• Removal of picnic benches. Picnic benches are being removed to promote social distancing. We 

will return the seating once social distancing guidelines are reduced or lifted.  
 

• Increased staff presence. Over the next week Forest Preserve District ranger staff will be 
present during peak periods to share this information with the public and communicate best 
practices in social distancing and off-leash dog area use.  

 
We understand these are valuable amenities for our dog area users, but minimizing contact at frequent 
touch points and areas currently used for gathering helps us keep these areas open. These changes 
along with adherence to the guidelines outlined below can help ensure that both you and your dog 
continue experiencing the physical and mental benefits of spending time outdoors.  
 

Tips for a “touchless” and socially distant off-leash area visit:  

• Bring plenty of extra pet waste bags with you – they will not be stocked in the dispensers. 
• Don’t touch entry gates and other surfaces with your bare hands.  Use a clean pet waste bag to 

cover your hand as you manage the gate latch.  Gloves or a clean towel may also be options. 
• Bring hand-sanitizer or disinfectant wipes with you.   
• Stay on the move during your visit.  Do not gather or linger near entrance gates, shelters or any 

other areas.  
• Practice social distancing between you and other dog owners (stay at least 6 feet away from the 

next person). 
• Warn other users of your presence and allow proper distance when you pass.  
• Display your permit so Forest Preserve District staff can see it and stay socially distant from you!  
• Do not use the off-leash dog areas if you are sick.  
• Cover coughs/sneezes. 

The Forest Preserve District of DuPage County may suspend use of these areas in the event that users are 
not observing the above precautions. 
 
To receive text alerts on off-leash area updates, text DOGS to 866-743-7332 to subscribe. 
 



Your Friends at the Forest Preserve District 


