




Friends of the Forest Preserve District of DuPage County 

Board Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, January 23, 2024 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

The meeting of the Board of Directors of the Friends of the Forest Preserve District of DuPage County was 

held at the Headquarters of the Forest Preserve District of DuPage County, 35580 Naperville Road, Wheaton, 

Illinois, on January 23, 2024. 

Call to Order 

Chair Bob Watt called the meeting to order at 5:33 pm. 

Roll Call 

The secretary called the roll, and the following Board Members were present: Mike Dyer, Ashley Guest, Larry 

Larson, David Stang, Joseph Suchecki, Bob Watt, and Jeanette Wells. Diane Addante, Brian Battle, Penny 

Chanez, and Carl Shultz were absent. The seven members present constituted a quorum for the meeting. 

Chair’s Welcome 

Chair Bob Watt welcomed everyone to the meeting and extended a special welcome to new Board Member 

Jeanette Wells who was appointed to the Board in late fall 2023. Chair Watt reviewed the agenda for the 

meeting and expressed his appreciation to Board members and Friends staff for all their work and their 

commitment to support the District’s mission of bringing people together with nature in 2024. 

Public Comment 

Chair Watt asked if there were any public comments. There were no public comments. 

Mission Moment 

Chair Watt welcomed two speakers to make presentations to the Board on the topic of the recently completed 

community survey by the District and a polling research project to inform the District about voter opinions. 

Jessica Ortega, Manager of Strategic Plans and Initiatives for the District provided a summary of the results from 

the District’s recent community survey. She reported that the survey found widespread favorable opinions of 

the District and its management of the preserves. The survey also identified several areas where additional 

outreach and education are needed to ensure that the District’s programs are serving all segments of the public 

in DuPage County. 

Brook McDonald, president and CEO of The Conservation Foundation based in Naperville introduced the 

foundation to the board. He summarized the non-profit’s work to save and protect land, water, and natural 

resources in DuPage and other collar counties. Mr. McDonald indicated that The Conservation Foundation is 

interested in conducting a polling survey of registered voters in DuPage County to gauge voter opinions 

regarding the Forest Preserve District of DuPage County. He explained that The Conservation Foundation has 

periodically conducted such polls over the years and that the results of the poll will inform the District on voter 

attitudes. Mr. McDonald concluded his presentation by indicating that additional funding is needed to complete 

the survey. 
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Following several questions to the speakers by board members, Chair Watt entertained a motion to approve a 

special funding request from The Conservation Foundation to support the polling project.  

 

Mr. Dyer made a motion to approve the unrestricted funding request in the amount of $12,000 to The 

Conservation Foundation. Seconded by Mr. Larson. The Chair called for discussion. 

 

Board members raised several questions regarding the funding request and expressed concerns about using 

Friend’s funds to support another organization. There also were questions on how this impacts the 2024 budget. 

District staff indicated that the request is within the mission of the Friends to use funds for the benefit of the 

Forest Preserve District of DuPage County. Approval of the request has no material impact on the 2024 budget. 

Money from unrestricted gifts and/or interest earnings on Friends’ fund balances will be used to fulfill this 

request.  

 

Following board discussion, Chair Watt called for a roll call vote on the motion before the board. The secretary 

called the roll. The motion passed unanimously.  

 

Chair Watt thanked the speakers and other District staff members for attending the meeting and their input on 

the matter.  

 

Approval of Minutes 

 

Mr. Suchecki, as Secretary of the board, entertained a motion to accept the Board Meeting Minutes for the 

annual meeting held on November 14, 2023. Motion to accept by Ms. Guest and second by Mr. Watt. There 

were no comments or revisions, and the November 14, 2023 minutes were approved as written by voice vote. 

 

Financial Dashboard 

 

Treasurer Guest provided a summary of the financial dashboard through November 30, 2023 that was 

previously sent to all board members. One clarifying question regarding special events Income was answered. 

 

Total Income: $637,789 

Total Expenses and Distributions: $508,747 

Net Income: $129,041.93 

 

Ms. Guest entertained a motion to approve the dashboard. Motion to accept by Mr. Dyer and seconded by Mr. 

Watt. No discussion. The financial dashboard was approved by voice vote. 

 

Financial Auditor Engagement 

 

Treasurer Guest reported that the accounting firm of Lauterbach and Amen submitted a proposal to complete 

the required annual tax return and audit report. The audit report is necessary because the Friends raised more 

than $500,000 in 2023. The proposal to complete the tax audit and report would cost $6,100. 

 

Ms. Guest entertained a motion to engage Lauterbach and Amen to complete the financial auditing for 2023. 

Motion to approve the auditors made by Mr. Suchecki. Seconded by Mr. Larson. No discussion. Motion to 

engage the auditors was approved by voice vote. 

 

Treasurer Guest then indicated that the Friends anticipates two fund transfers to the District in 2024. The 

transfers will likely occur in May and November. Payments for foundation operating expenses since the last 

meeting were made for printing and mailing the year end appeal, postage, bookkeeping software, and advertising.  
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Development Committee 

 

Jeannine Kannegiesser, chief partnership and philanthropy officer provided an overview and comparison of 

donor gifts and fundraising efforts between 2022 and 2023. Both the amount of money raised, and number of 

donors increased in 2023.  

 

Ms. Hertenstein, corporate and community giving officer, provided an overview of 2024 events and encouraged 

Board Members to sign-up to attend. An Evening with Geoffrey Baer tickets are now available for the April 4 

event. A Night for Nature will be held on September 12th at St. James Farm. 

 

Ms. Bonnet, donor relations coordinator, provided and explained the various marketing materials that are 

available and reminded board members that the materials are available for their use within the community. 

 

Ex-Officio and Staff Liaison Reports 

 

Commissioner Jeff Gahris reported on issues and items addressed by the board of commissioners since the 

Friends last meeting. Items of significance include progress on the Salt Creek Restoration Project, approval of 

significant renovations to Danada House, and continued progress of new facilities at Willowbrook. 

Commissioner Gahris also indicated that additional solar projects are likely. 

 

Old Business 

 

None 

 

New Business 

 

Chair Watt reminded board members to submit their Conflict of Interest and Board Member Annual 

Agreements to Ms. Kannegiesser as soon as possible. 

 

Chair Watt indicated that the board would organize into two committees this year: a finance committee and a 

development committee. Chair Watt entertained a motion to form the two committees.  

 

Motion to form a development and a finance committee for 2024 was made by Ms. Guest. Seconded by Mr. 

Dyer. During the discussion, Friend’s staff explained that the former events committee is being incorporated 

into the development committee to better coordinate activities. After discussion, the motion to establish two 

committees was approved by voice vote. Staff will follow up to schedule kickoffs with each committee.  

 

Chair Watt asked members if anyone had additional business or comments to come before the board. Hearing 

none, Chair Watt called for Adjournment. 

 

Adjournment 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:07 p.m. 
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