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Public Engagement
• November and December 2023

• Engagement workshops with 
volunteers (11/23 and 11/15)

• Staff workshop (11/27)

• Public engagement at Mayslake 
Holiday Market (12/9 and 
12/10)

• Survey posted on website

• Promoted via social media, e-
newsletter
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Public Engagement Themes
• Physical and programmatic accessibility
• Connect inside and outside
• Connect to other audiences
• Increase usability

Concept Plan Building Program 
Use Categories
• Community Use / Multipurpose
• Exhibit Space
• House Museum Space
• Office Space
• Mechanical Space and Toilet Rooms
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Areas for improvement
• Rehabilitate mansion rooms
• Improve lighting
• Wayfinding and interpretive signage
• Kitchen improvements
• Cleaning facilities/infrastructure
• Additional restrooms
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Concept Plan Description - Mansion
• Embrace historic qualities of the 

Mansion Building by prioritizing its 
use as a museum space.

• Some rooms will be updated over 
time with historically accurate 
furnishings and finishes.

• Other rooms will be dedicated to 
rotating exhibits and galleries and 
can also be used for events and 
programming.
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Concept Plan Description – Retreat Building

• Supplement programming in Mansion 
and provide space for programming that 
is incompatible with the Mansion.

• Office spaces moved to Retreat 
Building.

• Exhibit space and community uses.
• Archive space.
• Demolish south leg of building to 

remove unused space and improve 
historic views from the Mansion to the 
lake.
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Concept Plan Description – General
• Improve Accessibility

• Expand link between mansion and retreat building

• Add/improve elevators and lifts for accessibility to upper floors

• Integrated lift to provide accessibility to living room in mansion

• Ramp to provide access to some rooms on second floor

• Improve Functionality and energy efficiency
• Additional restrooms and support spaces for cleaning, etc. throughout

• Add cooling to retreat building and code required ventilation air

• Three options explored for mechanical systems that progressively 
improve energy efficiency
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Energy Efficiency Options
• Option 1 – High Efficiency Natural Gas Heating & Electric 

Cooling

• Option 2 – Energy Efficient / Partial Electrification

• Option 3 – Full Electrification and On-Site Renewable Energy
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